


Econornic comnparisori of producing sugar cane between the agrorlonzic wards in fhe south coast area RM Thotnson 

Table 1. Cane and sucrose yields and profitability of sugarcane production in different wards in the Sezela and 
Urnzirnkulu mill supply areas. 

Ward Canelhalann Sucroselhalann Gross Ha equiv Rlton 
(tons) (tons) margin cane 

(Wha) 
68 8.4 3661 1.00 54 

Ward 2 (Coastal) 66 8.0 3583 1.02 54 
Ward 3 (Coastal) 64 7.8 3241 1.13 50 
Ward 4 (Inland) 58 7.3 31 48 1.16 52 
Ward 5 (Coastal) 60 7.2 301 8 1.21 52 
Ward 6 (Coastal) 60 7.1 301 2 1.22 50 
Ward 7 (Coastal) 60 7.0 2854 1.28 52 
Ward 8 (Inland) 53 6.7 2474 1.48 49 
Ward 9 (Inland) 52 6.7 2460 1.49 47 
Ward l 0  (Coastal) 55 6.5 2335 1.57 39 
Ward l l (Inland) 50 6.5 2289 48 

2209 

Table 2. Mean yields and comparative profitability of sugarcane production in coastal and inland wards in the 
Sezela and Umzirnkulu mill supply areas. 

Area 1 Canelhdann i Sucroselhdann I Gross Mean ha 1 
(tons) (tons) l ?;i:r ~ equiv 

only one season for the Sezela Group and two seasons for crop is grown ovcr a longer pcriod, as experienced in the 
the Umzimkulu Group. JP data from a longer period were 1992-94 drought, therefore they are at lower risk during 
available (perhaps 10 ycars), this model could be of value to seasons with low rainfall. 
prospective land purchasers and financial institutions. Coavtal growcrs are more prone to damage from the 

The usefulness of thc model is dependent on growers pro- 
viding accurate information on areas under cane and area 
harvested. Some growers have used a GPS mapping system, 
which is a morc accurate method of measuring the area 
under cane than the old SASA mapping system. As the GPS 
system does not include loading zones, infield roads and 
perhaps waterways, the cane areas measured tend to 
"shrink" by an estimated 10%. It would bc more acceptable 
if all growers were to standardize on GPS in the future. 

The following points should be considered when consider- 
ing the data in  Tables 1 and 2. 

Data from only one season are available for the Sezcla 
mill area and two seasons for Umzimkulu. 
Transport costs arc based on charges quoted by the 
Umzimkulu Planters Co-op. Mean distances from farm to 
mill are used for each ward. 
The sucrose prices used were for the 1998199 season. 
Capital costs, e.g. planting costs, were not considered. 
Managemcn~ skills arc assumed to be similar in all areas. 
Drouzht years will tend to favour inland growers as thcil- 

eldana borer, but inland growers are morc likely to suffer 
frost and hail damage. 
Coastal growers recover morc quickly from unfavourable 
periods than inland growers, due to better growing condi- 
tlons. 
Inland farms are generally less steep and therefore more 
amenable to mechanization. 

Conclusions 

The modcl enables a reliable value to be placed on farms in 
the South Coas~  region, which are based on their relative 
profitability per hectarc per annum. Farm profitably was 
found to differ mainly between the coastal and inland areas, 
but also among wards i n  both the coastal and inland areas. 
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