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In the past, paper data sheets have been routinely used in the field to record survey data on
Eldana saccharina Walker (Lepidoptera: Pyralidae). These data sheets required significant
staff time to collate, validate and summarise. In 2001, laptop PCs were tested as field data
recorders to replace the paper data sheets and, in 2004, a personal digital assistant (PDA) was
tested. It was found that data handling with this device was as efficient as with laptops.

Reported in this poster is the use of electronic equipment in the field which reduced many of

the problems associated with paper records.
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